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Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Dennis, Wilson, Brosche, Anderson, Becton, Bowman, Boyer, K. Brown, R. Brown, Carter, Crescimbeni, Ferraro, Gaffney, Gulliford, Hazouri, Love, Newby, and Schellenberg and amended on the Floor of Council: 
RESOLUTION 2018-317-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING STANTON COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jacksonville’s Stanton High School has one of the most unique histories of any high school in America; and


WHEREAS, in February, 1868 a group of freed slaves organized themselves into an Education Society and pooled their resources to raise the $850 needed to purchase a plot of land on which a wood-frame schoolhouse was constructed and operated with the assistance of the Freedman’s Bureau; that school was named the Edwin McMasters Stanton School in honor of President Abraham Lincoln’s Secretary of War, an ardent champion of human rights and an advocate for the free formal education of African-American children; and


WHEREAS, the first school building was destroyed by a fire in 1882 and its successor building was destroyed by the Great Fire of 1901 and again rebuilt; in 1914 the Circuit Court of Duval County appointed nine public trustees to manage the school and its property and those trustees, along with the County Board of Public Instruction and interested citizens, decided in 1917 to replace the unsatisfactory wooden structure with the handsome building now standing on Ashley Street between Broad and Clay Streets; and

WHEREAS, the new structure housed classes for elementary students, and eventually expanded its offerings to middle and high school classes, and was widely known for the quality of education it provided to its students. In 1953, the Stanton name was transferred to a New Stanton Senior High School on 13th Street  where it flourished as the oldest and most important academically-oriented high school for African-Americans in Jacksonville, while the Old Stanton site was operated as a vocational and technical school; and

WHEREAS, in the early 1970s the students from Old Stanton were transferred to New Stanton High School and the curriculum was expanded to both academic and vocational tracks. In the 1980-81 school year, New Stanton was designated as an academic magnet school for the district and its name was changed to Stanton College Preparatory School; and

WHEREAS, Stanton College Prep is now recognized as one of the finest academic high schools in America; it is one of the select few schools in the state offering the rigorous International Baccalaureate curriculum along with numerous Advanced Placement and honors courses and dual enrollment college credit classes with Florida State College at Jacksonville and the University of North Florida; and

WHEREAS, Stanton College Preparatory School has a long and illustrious history of producing outstanding graduates who have succeeded in higher education and in every facet of life, and the history of this unique school deserves to be recognized and honored; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Stanton College Preparatory School on the occasion of its 150th year of service to the community. The City Council extends to the students, parents, faculty, staff and leadership of the school its congratulations on a century and a half of quality education and its very best wishes for many more years of success in producing outstanding young men and women of quality and character.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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